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Some definitions
• New media

– Content available on-demand through the Internet, accessible on any digital device, usually containing 
interactive user feedback and creative participation [Wikipedia]

• User-generated content
– Denoting or relating to material on a website that is voluntarily contributed by members of the public 

who use the site [Oxford]

• Volunteered geographical information (VGI}
– User-generated geospatial content?

– User-generated content with geospatial components?

• Crowdsource
– Obtain (information or input into a particular task or project) by enlisting the services of a large 

number of people, either paid or unpaid, typically via the Internet [Oxford]

• Citizen science
– The collection and analysis of data relating to the natural world by members of the general public, 

typically as part of a collaborative project with professional scientists [Oxford]

• Neo-
– A new or revived form of [Oxford]

• Geography
– The study of the physical features of the earth and its atmosphere, and of human activity as it affects 

and is affected by these, including the distribution of populations and resources and political and 
economic activities [Oxford]

• Neogeography
– Use of GIS, web mapping & GNSS by anyone; innovative colloquial applications, even absurd ones; ad 

hoc mapping; collaborative mapping and VGI; open data repositories; geo-tagging; mashups; relative 
vs absolute quality; virtual land art; unconventional uses; psychogeography; critical GIS (social theory, 
social justice, feminism, power relationships, epistemology, manipulation, ethnography, etc); 
qualitative applications; ethical issues (privacy, surveillance)
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VGI ≠ Crowd sourcing
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VGI ≠ Ci<zen science
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VGI ≠ Neogeography
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Crowd sourcing ≠ Ci<zen science
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Crowd sourcing ≠ Neogeography
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Citizen science ≠ Neogeography
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Thank you!
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