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Abstract 
Students spend majority of their time indoors, in school buildings or classroom. A 
poor and unsatisfactory indoor environment can affect health, productivity and 
comfort of occupants. Hence, a satisfactory indoor environment quality is important 
in order to facilitate teaching and learning. The aim of this study was to develop a 
Post Occupational Evaluation (POE) tool to assess learner comfort in relation to 
indoor environmental quality in the classroom. The development of POE tool 
followed a critical evaluation of international POE tools/methods commonly used in 
school environment. The methodologies and concepts are drawn from the evaluated 
POE tools to develop a POE tool for the assessment of primary schools. The POE 
tool targets learners aged 10-14 at Grade 3-7 level and their teachers. It focuses on 
the functional performance of the school classrooms, i.e. how the classroom 
supports the user aspirations and needs. There is a knowledge gap in analysing and 
assessing comfort, health and safety of the indoor environment in South African 
primary school classrooms, which plays an important role in the achievement of 
quality education. The study will also contribute to the Department of Basic 
Education (DBE) research on post-occupancy evaluation in school. The conduct of 
POE will enable stakeholder awareness of school conditions and inform school 
administrators on whether the school complies with health and safety regulations. 
 


