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Abstract 

The Waste Sector, as with many sectors of the economy, is responding to the call to 

transition to a Green Economy. Globally, waste management is changing from one of 

‘collect-transport-dispose’, to one of ‘secondary resource management’, driven by 

issues of population growth and urbanisation; increasing quantity and complexity of 

waste; climate change; carbon economics; resource scarcity; commodity prices; 

energy security; globalisation; job creation; and tightening regulation (DST, 2014a). 

Countries are moving waste up the waste management hierarchy away from 

landfilling towards waste prevention, reuse, recycling and recovery. According to the 

International Solid Waste Association (ISWA, 2012:5), around “70% of the municipal 

waste produced worldwide is driven to dumpsites and sanitary landfills, 11% is 

treated in thermal and Waste-to-Energy (WtE) facilities and the rest 19% is recycled 

or treated by Mechanical and Biological Treatment (MBT), including composting.” 

The waste management hierarchy has been written into South African waste 

legislation, and while South Africa currently recycles approximately 25% of municipal 

solid waste (MSW), the move away from landfilling towards reuse, recycling and 

recovery is only starting to gain traction in municipalities and industries. This is 

possibly due to the fact that most of the recycling in South Africa, as like most 

developing countries, has been driven by an informal sector in need of a source of 

income, and not, until recently, the conscious intentions of local government or 

business (GIZ, 2011; Wilson et al., 2013). 
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