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Abstract  
Rural areas in South Africa and Zambia face a number of similar issues in the 
domains of agriculture, connectivity, water, transport, health and education etc., 
which calls for potentially similar solutions to be directed towards solving these 
issues. The intention of this research is to investigate the potential contributions of 
internet of things technologies (IoT) towards poverty reduction in these rural areas, in 
line with the needs identified in these communities and with emphasis on agriculture. 
The paper identifies examples of 
IoTs to mitigate the agricultural needs of these communities for the domains of crop 
farming, weather forecasting, wildlife management, forestry, livestock farming, 
market identification and rural financing. 
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