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Abstract 
 
Criteria for the evaluation of the effectiveness of Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA) have evolved internationally from the requirement for mere procedural 
effectiveness, to include criteria such as substantial and incremental effectiveness. 
This paper provides an overview of the international evolution of effectiveness 
evaluation for SEA and its parallel progression in South Africa. Within this context, the 
effectiveness of the two SEA case studies conducted in support of national-scale 
renewable energy planning in South Africa was reviewed against internationally 
recognised effectiveness criteria to test their ability to influence decision making for 
renewable energy projects in the country. The evaluation was informed by the role of 
the first author as the project director in the case studies. The review found the SEAs 
to be partially effective, mainly through the introduction of new legislation, processes 
and systems at the national level that operationalise the outcomes of the SEA. A 
fundamental limitation emerged in determining whether incremental effectiveness had 
been achieved as it is too soon to evaluate the effectiveness of the recently 
promulgated legislation and instruments. The paper builds on previous work on 
effectiveness evaluations and provides the perspective of an administrative 
implementer. 
 
 


