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Abstract:

Many countries are implementing Integrated Coastal Management (ICM, also known
as Integrated Coastal Zone Management or ICZM) as a means to promote the
sustainable use, development and protection of coastal environments. It has also
been shown that there is a policy and institutional relationship between ICM and
climate change adaptation. This paper examines the relationship between ICM and
climate change preparedness of local government with reference to empirical studies
conducted in two developing nations, Mozambique and South Africa. Using a mixed-
methods approach (content analysis of local government planning documents and
semistructured interviews with key informants), results demonstrate the level of
integration of coastal management, disaster management and climate change
adaptation in local development planning; and assess the state of implementation of
ICM and climate change adaptation by selected local governments in the two
countries. The paper makes recommendations on how to improve ICM development
and implementation for coastal adaptation. The results suggest the need for closer
integration between coastal management, disaster management and climate
adaptation frameworks; highlight the need for enhanced support for local
governments from provincial and national government; and greater clarity with
regards to the coastal management mandate of local government (especially in
Mozambique).



